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PROGRAM

5:30 PM

Welcome and Opening
Remarks

6:00 PM

Featured Program with
Becky Huttenga

6:30 PM

Arrival & Mingle

7:20 PM

7:55 PM Awards & Strategic Plan

8:20 PM Election Results

8:25 PM Closing Remarks & Door Prizes

Washtenaw County Conservation District
705 N. Zeeb Rd., Ann Arbor, Michigan

BOARD & STAFF

Jill Dohner, Vice Chair
Shannon Brines, Secretary

Howard Sias, Director
Matt Nolan, Director

Hannah Weber, Director

Megan DeLeeuw, Executive Director
Deborah Shad, Administrative Assistant

Nicholas Machinski, Conservation Technician
Paul Buzzard, MAEAP Technician

Doug Reith, Resource Coordinator
Summer Roberts, Community Forester

Dru Mark-Wilson, Outreach Coordinator

75 Years of Conservation History



CONSERVATION DISTRICT
HISTORY 

Assisting residents with the conservation,
management and wise use of natural resources in

Washtenaw County since 1948.

Michigan’s 75 Conservation Districts (CDs)
are your local providers of natural resource
management services -- much like your local
fire, police, health, and school services.
We're also your neighbors, helping fellow
Michiganders conserve their lands and
waterways so our environment can be a
cleaner, healthier, economically stronger
place to live, work and grow for our
community.

Formed in response to the 1930s Dust Bowl,
Conservation Districts are local units of
government that utilize state, federal, and
private sector resources to solve today's
conservation challenges.

The guiding philosophy of Conservation
Districts nationwide is that decisions on
conservation issues should be made at the
local level, by local people, with technical
assistance provided by government-affiliated
organizations. To this end, our CDs work
hand-in-hand with local, state, and federal
organizations to roll out programs that
directly assist and impact the environmental
quality of local communities.



KEYNOTE: BECKY HUTTENGA

"Farmland Protection, Land
linking, and the Future of
Agriculture in Michigan". 

A lifelong resident of Ottawa County, Becky
grew up as a 4-H kid on a 24-acre hobby farm
in Spring Lake Township before heading off
to Michigan State University where she
earned her Bachelor of Science in Animal
Science. 
 
After college, she developed a diverse
resume, including nutritional sales at Purina
Mills and Program Assistant for MSUE’s 4-H
program. In 2011, she became Executive
Director at the Ottawa Conservation District,
which set her on the path of bridging the
worlds of natural resources and agriculture.
She continues this vital work today leading
Ottawa County's brownfield redevelopment
and farmland protection initiatives. 
 
Becky is a Farm Bureau member, currently
serving on the Promotion and Education
Committee. She currently resides in the City
of Grand Haven. In her free time, she enjoys
volunteering at local festivals, fostering
rescued puppies, watching Spartan
basketball, reading, and playing league
soccer. 



PAST DISTRICT AWARDEES

Conservation Leaders

"All of our accomplishments are really your accomplishments and reflect the desire of
people we work with to practice soil and water conservation."

-CD BOD Letter 1979

Clayton, Alvin, & Kevin Ernst
1990 Conservation Farmers of the Year

Jeff & Earl Horning
1991 Conservation Farmers of the Year

Denny & Jerry Huehl
1996 Conservation Farmers of the Year

Grant Howard
2006 Tree Conservationist of the Year

Matt, Chuck, & Charlie Koenn
1995 Conservation Farmers of the Year



MATT KOENN

Distinguished Service 
 Award
Located in Sylvan Township, Matt runs a corn,
soybean, grain, and cow/calf operation. He now has 17
registered Angus cows for commercial and breeding
stock and 900 acres on the 2nd Hayes Family Farm.
Matt's grandfather and father started the farm,
originally a dairy farm, back in 1959. Run by himself
and his father now, but his brother was once involved
in the operation in the past. When Matt shares a tour
of his family's land, it's evident the pride he has for the
land and cows. Matt's vision for the farm is to expand
his cover crop practices to at least 50% of the farm.
About 75% of Matt's operation is managed with
conservation practices such as cover crops and no-till.
Plus the farm is MAEAP verified, part of CSP, and
maintains wildlife/wetland areas. 
 
Matt’s aspirations and love of the land led him to
follow in his father's footsteps, who served back in the
1980s and become a WCCD Board Director for 7
years. Matt shared that the highlights of serving on the
Board of Directors were helping with Tree & Shrub
Sales and staying actively involved in decisions
supporting conservation practices.

At the WCCD, we are thankful to community members
who drive conservation and regenerative agriculture
efforts. Congratulations, Matt Koenn, the WCCD’s
Distinguished Service Award!

“I’ve always been a conservation advocate. More people should try to do more if they
can! It’s part of preserving the land and environment. We need to be stewards of our land

and it’s always been a part of farming for me.”
-Matt Koenn



KATHY & NORM FISCHER

Volunteers of the Year
Award
In 2022, many volunteers stepped up to
make all our events a success, but two
individuals stood out with consistency,
dedication, and humor to nearly every
event in 2022: Kathy & Norm Fischer! So,
we decided to honor both of them.
Kathy is a retired nurse and Norm is a
retired teacher living in York Township. In
1970 they began purchasing trees.
Originally their property was a field, but
over the years they planted them, and
they have grown to be 50 ft trees. They
began volunteering with the WCCD 3-4
years ago after volunteering with York
Township Parks for 15 years and were
looking for new opportunities.

When asked if they'd recommend
volunteering with the WCCD events, they
said "Volunteering is a good way to meet
people and be able to contribute.” Their
enthusiasm and love for serving their
community are contagious. We fully
appreciated the knowledge, humor, and
energy that they bring to the work.

 On behalf of the Washtenaw County
Conservation District, thank you, Kathy &
Norm!

“Two things make the difference and the only reasons we will participate; one is the people and two is the
purpose. What we find so cool about the WCCD is the people are so kind, so generous, and always have
a smile on their faces. They make you feel appreciated and the community that the WCCD builds...that's
what keeps us coming back. Plus, we value nature, we value the environment, and to us, it’s extremely
important. We try to do what we can in our lives and try to come in and support the WCCD’s bigger

picture.” -Kathy & Norm Fischer



www.washtenawcd.org

Thank you for attending the
75th WCCD Annual Meeting!


